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University Lake School senior Sophie Bennett works on the kayak with All Hands Boatworks volunteers Tom Haydon, left,
and Paul Bargren.

ULS senior navigates
kayak project
Completed wooden boat
launched on Lake Michigan
By Jim Hoehn
Special to The Freeman

HARTLAND — Despite her understandable excitement, Sophie Bennett had one thought as she launched
her newly completed kayak into Lake
Michigan.
“The question I had in my mind
was, ‘Am I going to sink? Am I really
going to sink? I can’t sink. It’s not
going to happen,’’’ said Bennett, a
senior at University Lake School.
“When I got in the water and I
pushed off, ‘Oh my gosh, I’m not
sinking!’ Those were my first words
on the kayak.”
The successful launch was the culmination of Bennett’s senior project,
for which she took over a partially
completed wooden kayak and finished it with the help of All Hands
Boatworks, a Milwaukee-based nonprofit organization that often works
with youth groups through hands-on,
wooden boat building.
Bennett considered several other
projects before eventually settling on
finishing the kayak.
“My original thought was to build
a bike,” said Bennett, who lives in
Nashotah. “And I was able to contact
someone from Trek, she was an engineer, and I realized that the amount
of time needed to put in was too
much. Then, I thought of kayaking
across Lake Michigan, which my parents did not enjoy at all.”

Finding the right boat
Her on-campus advisor at ULS,
John Fritzke, was working on another project with All Hands Boatworks,
whose founder, Bill Nimke, mentioned that they had an unfinished
Arctic Tern kayak that had been
donated to the organization.
The kayak was started by a man
who died and it eventually was given
by his wife to All Hands Boatworks.
“I’d say it was probably 65 percent
completed when we received it,” said
Tom Haydon, a boat building instructor at All Hands Boatworks who
served as Bennett’s off-campus advisor. “We were able to shake it out and
find out just where it was left off. The
gentleman who built the boat up to
that point just did a really fine job.
He really did.”
Under the guidelines of her senior
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project, Bennett worked at All Hands
Boatworks from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday for three
weeks.
Although Bennett, 18, has kayaked
frequently with her family, she had
no previous boat-building experience.
“I had no idea how to build a kayak
or where to even start,” Bennett said.
“So, when I went to All Hands Boatworks, they were always there to help
me and support me. If I had questions, they were always there to
answer them for me in a very simple,
basic way so that sooner or later I
would understand it and I could
catch on.”
Haydon, who recently retired after
30 years in construction management, said Bennett caught on quickly
and was extremely conscientious in
her approach.
“One thing I loved about working
with Sophie was her inquisitiveness,
her friendly demeanor, and her work
ethic was incredible,” Haydon said.
“She would take a task from beginning to end, she would clean up without a lot of instruction.”
“One of the joys with her that I just
absolutely loved is she relished just
sitting on buckets with us and eating
her lunch,” Haydon said. “It was like
the highlight of our day. It was just
wonderful. She was just like one of
the guys.”

Putting the pieces together
Paul Bargren, a retired attorney
who volunteers at All Hands Boatworks, has built two boats and has
owned a sailboat since the mid-1970s.
He also worked with Bennett on the
kayak and was at the launching,
along with Haydon.
“That was a lot of fun. She was
pretty excited,” Bargren said. “We all
were. We all took a spin. She was by
far the best paddler in that boat.”
All Hands Boatworks was started
in 2013 by Nimke, whose background
was teaching, although not shop
class. He was familiar with other
youth boat-building organizations
around the country and saw the possibilities provided by Milwaukee’s
myriad of waterways.
“We’ve built over 70 boats and
worked with more than 1,800 kids
throughout the Milwaukee area in
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The wooden kayak finished by Sophie
Bennett floated on Lake Michigan when
it was launched, making her fear that it
would sink unfounded.
five years,” Nimke said.
One of the techniques Bennett
learned was called stitch-and-glue,
where holes are drilled to allow wires
to be fed through and then tightened,
pulling together the pieces, which
are then glued with epoxy.
Some parts of the project were less
enjoyable than others, Bennett said.
“I did not like sanding,” said Bennett, who plans on studying mechanical or civil engineering at Marquette University. “I don’t know why
anyone would. But when I was on
Lake Michigan with my kayak it was
all worth it in the end.”
Haydon also acknowledged the
drudgery of sanding, sanding and
more sanding, but said Bennett handled it well.
“The sanding’s the inevitable
part,” Haydon said. “That’s just the
part you suck up. You’ve just got to
do it. But, with the sanding comes
rewards afterward. It’s not a part you
can skip. She rode it out all the way
through. Boat building’s very
sequential. It doesn’t skip sections.
And, she had the endurance to roll
through all of it. There are no shortcuts.”
Rather than just show pictures of
the project, Bennett brought the
kayak to school at the end of May for
the senior project presentation. She
does not get to keep the kayak, which
belongs to All Hands Boatworks,
which probably will auction off the
boat.
“She engaged herself in this
build,” Haydon said. “And, she could
not wait to paddle. She was excited
about paddling. She just lit up when
she pushed away from the dock.”
And, she didn’t sink.

Waukesha Education Foundation

WAUKESHA
—
The
Waukesha Public Library is
seeking public opinion on a
variety of topics related to
library operations in a survey that is available online
or in a print copy at the
library.
“The survey is part of our
strategic planning process
and the information you
provide will help us shape
the library into a useful
community
service
resource for everyone,” said
Kori Hall, who is in charge
of program development
and community engagement for the library. Hall
said the survey is available
in both English and Spanish and can be accessed
online at waukeshapubliclibrary.org or obtain at any of
the
Waukesha
Public
Library’s service desks.
Hall estimates that the
survey will take about 10
minutes to complete.
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Hamilton Schoo
District re-post
open Butler sea
position on boar
SUSSEX — The Hamilton
School Board is once again
accepting applications from
Butler residents interested
in filling a seat on the
board.
The deadline for application is June 27.
Deborah Briggs, who
served as the Butler representative to the School
Board for 24 years, chose
not to seek re-election this
spring and no Butler resident filed to run for the seat.
The open position was
posted earlier in the year
and two Butler residents did
end up filing paperwork to
be considered by the board,
but later withdrew after
realizing how much of a
time
commitment
was
expected.
The Hamilton School
Board has seven seats representing five municipalities
and two at-large posts.
While district voters cast
ballots for all the positions, candidates must
live in the communities
they represent. Candidates can live anywhere
in the district to qualify
for the at-large positions.
The applicant appointed to the position must be
a Butler resident and will
serve until spring of 2019
when he or she can run to
fill out the remainder of
the
three-year
term

Lottery

which ends in Ap
The
School
approved a timel
ing the process
vacancy includin
June 13-27 — C
may submit a lett
cation and comp
ration of Eligibil
Office as an Appo
June 28 — Sch
holds special m
interview and
applicants;
June 29 — Sch
president informs
of board’s decisio
July 16 —
applicant takes
office at School B
ing.
Butler citizens
in applying for th
should contact th
tendent’s Office
1973, Ext. 1108.

—F

Like us on Fac
www.faceboo
WaukeshaFre

The FREE

A Trusted Tradition

801 N. Barstow St.,
Tuesday, June 12
Waukesha, WI
WISCONSIN
Powered by TECNAVIA

262-542-25

5 Card Cash 5C-8C-9D-3H-8H
Pick 3
2-7-4

Hours: M-F 8 a.m

