



Preparing your child for college and 


beyond may be the most important 


job you ever do. Choosing the right 


high school can determine whether 


or not you are successful.  Selecting 


University Lake School will help you 


succeed.


Our Upper School offers a challenging,  


college preparatory curriculum. We  


balance an integrated leadership  


program with comprehensive arts 


and athletics offerings. Upper 


School students are engaged to  


cultivate intellectual curiosity, creativity, 


original thinking and a strong sense 


of community. In small classes that 


foster meaningful teacher-pupil rela-


tionships, our students learn to think 


critically, communicate with clarity 


and solve problems with imagination.


 


Learning for today, preparing for the future.
“�You can’t hide or ‘just get by’ at University Lake School. Our students  
succeed – at ULS and in college – because they are involved beyond the  
classroom. They have easy access to teachers after class. They can play on  
any of our teams. And, they take advantage of plenty of co-curricular activities.”


Upper School


9th grade students 
canoeing during their 
Leadership Trip












Engaging Faculty
We’re proud of our highly-qualified Upper School staff. Individually, they bring 


a wealth of experience and a great deal of expertise to the school. Together, 


they are a dynamic force that excites our students to want to learn. To be part of 


the ULS process. To set themselves up for a successful future. More importantly, 


each one of our teachers has an unquestioned passion and commitment to our 


students. They keep them involved. They make learning fun.


  


Challenging Curriculum
ULS Upper School students know we expect them to achieve the maximum – not the minimum – requirements for graduation. 


That’s because colleges look for students with a strong foundation in the core academic subjects – and those who have 


shown a willingness to challenge themselves in college-preparatory courses throughout their ULS careers.


  


Helpful College Preparation
ULS graduates repeatedly report that the personalized education they received gives them a great advantage at college. 


They aren’t afraid to ask questions during class or seek help from professors outside the classroom. The personal interaction 


they had with ULS teachers taught them how to get the most out of their college education.
 


Our leadership curriculum is also an important component of the ULS commitment to prepare our students for college. 


In addition to annual leadership trips, the curriculum includes three courses taught by our college counselor, enabling the 


guidance process to become more personal and individualized. The result is that students find the college or university that 


is the best fit academically and personally.


 


Inclusive Co-Curricular Offerings
Each of our students has the opportunity to develop and 


nurture lifelong interests through our many athletic and 


fine arts activities. These inclusive, yet competitive, 


offerings enable all students to grow  


in ways that will broaden 


their talents.


8th through 12th Grade












ULS Inquiry Mastery Transference


PK-2 PK discovered the great blue 
heron rookery during a hike. 
They were especially  
interested in how the  
nests were built.


The children escort their  
parents on a hike to the  
rookery with sketch pads in 
hand. Children share their 
research on the nesting habits 
of the herons.


3-7 Students have observed the 
state of the forest in the area 
of the rookery, with numerous 
lost trees. They are studying 
the effects of blue heron 
nesting on the surrounding 
forest to determine a plan  
of action for managing  
the forest.


Data collected by student 
groups compiled and  
developed as a presentation 
for the board of directors of 
the school.


8-12 Environmental science  
students research available 
data on the nesting habits of 
the blue heron in Southeastern 
Wisconsin for comparison 
with ULS data.


Environmental science  
students complete a more 
complex mapping of the 
interior of the rookery. Students 
chart location and size of 
individual nests and the 
condition of trees in closest 
proximity to the rookery. AP 
students will lay out the data 
on a grid and superimpose 
on an aerial map.


Data collected by student 
groups compiled and  
developed for integration 
with our school’s forest  
management plan with  
included recommendations 
for the school community.


Inquiry, Mastery & Transference.
The University Lake School approach embraces education needed for a changing world – learning through inquiry,  


mastery of content, and transference of this deep understanding to new settings and challenges. ULS creates  


engaged and passionate learners – all with the goal of helping to shape individuals who believe in themselves and 


will be ready for the 21st century.


To accomplish this goal ULS has evolved an educational program which balances our current successful traditional 


academics (reading, writing and mathematics) with innovation and authentic learning experiences to achieve the 


goal of deep understanding – not mere recall. Authentic learning focuses on real-world, complex problems and their 


solutions, using role playing exercises, problem-based activities, case studies, and participation in virtual communities 


of practice.


Below are examples of how this depth of learning is accomplished throughout the school as students of  
all ages learn about the great blue herons that nest on our campus.


The children create a life-
sized heron nest using twigs 
made of paper and paper 
mache eggs in the classroom, 
even arranging the twigs  
using their mouths as they 
had observed the herons do.


Students map perimeter of 
the forest using the follow-
ing skills: Compass and ruler 
technique to label individual 
trees species; identification 
and health assessment;  
girth measurements to  
approximate age; longitu-
dinal observation to track 
changes in individual trees.












Perspectives.


It’s thrilling to see the ULS philosophy and passion come to life 


every day through my kids.


~ Kari Tyson, Board of Trustees, Education Chair and parent of three ULS students


Our curriculum also allows students to learn effective 


communication, inventive thinking, problem solving and 


collaboration. These are the skills they will need to succeed in 


the changing world.  


~ Karen Malhiot, 4th-7th Grade Science Instructor, 6th grade homeroom teacher


Not only did I get a great education at ULS, but I learned about life, 


responsibility and how to manage my time. To balance my life. I truly 


got the tools I needed to succeed. The skills I learned at ULS enabled 


me to capitalize on my future educational experiences and to go on to 


be successful in life. 


~ Peter Ward, Class of ‘94, managing partner at RSW Management












We want to make a difference  
in your child’s life.
At University Lake School, we bring out the very best in each of our students through personalized attention, 


superior instruction and reaffirming community support. We develop the whole child using an integrated program 


of academics, arts and athletics. That’s why, for more than 50 years, parents have entrusted their children’s education 


to ULS.


Our specialized offerings, like the Reggio Emilia approach in the early years and our leadership program throughout 


the grades, inspire in our students intellectual curiosity, creativity, original thinking, leadership and a sense of 


community.


That’s the difference a ULS education can make.


Trust the talented educators at ULS to prepare your 


children today for the challenges tomorrow will bring. 


Give us a call. Let’s talk about how ULS can help make a 


difference in your child’s life. 


262.367.6011 
www.universitylake.org
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Preprimary through 12th grade


University Lake School. 
The difference.
• �A philosophy of education that focuses on the  


whole child.


• �180 acres of safe, pristine wooded grounds and 


excellent learning facilities.


• �A sense of community where every student is known.


• �High-caliber faculty who engage students in  


their studies.


• �Advanced technology that supports the overall 


education of the students.


• �A leadership program teaching responsibility and 


character through service.


• �A strong fine and performing arts program that 


helps to round your child’s education.


• �Competitive, no-cut athletic programs for 5th 


through 12th grade students.


• �Graduates who are ready for the demands of 


colleges and universities.


262.367.6011
 4024 Nagawicka Road, PO Box 290  


Hartland, WI 53029
www.universitylake.org


Preprimary through 12th grade 


ULS welcomes qualified students without regard to race, ethnic origin, creed, gender or financial need.


University Lake School strives to be a premier college preparatory school  


whose students participate in a challenging program of academics, arts and athletics.  


We inspire enduring intellectual curiosity, creativity, original thinking,  


leadership, and a sense of community.


ULS Mission Statement


Fifth and sixth grade students  
restoring the Oconomowoc River


See what a difference 
a great education  
can make.
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